Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 223 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.166; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.8.
In the molecule of the title compound, C 14 H 12 ClNO, the two benzene rings are close to coplanar [dihedral angle = 7.85 (4) ]. The amide N-C O plane makes dihedral angles of 34.04 (4) and 39.90 (3) , respectively, with the 4-chloro-and 2-methylphenyl rings. In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into chains.
Related literature
For a related structure, see: Saeed et al. (2008) . For bondlength data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Data collection: PROCESS-AUTO (Rigaku/MSC, 2004); cell refinement: PROCESS-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/MSC, 2004); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: CrystalStructure and PLATON.
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Comment
The background to this study has been described in our earlier paper of 4-chloro-N-(2-chlorophenyl)-benzamide (Saeed et al., 2008) .
In the molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges.
Rings A (C1-C6) and B (C8-C13) are, of course, planar and the dihedral angle between them is 7.85 (4)°. So, they are also nearly coplanar. The amide plane (N1/O1/C7) is oriented with respect to rings A and B at dihedral angles of 34.04 (4)°a nd 39.90 (3)°, respectively.
In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) link the molecules into chains (Fig. 2 ), in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure.
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, 4-chorobenzoyl chloride (5.4 mmol) in CHCl 3 was treated with 2-methylaniline (21.6 mmol) under a nitrogen atmosphere at reflux for 4 h. Upon cooling, the reaction mixture was diluted with CHCl 3 and washed consecutively with aq. 1 M HCl and saturated aq. NaHCO 3 . The organic layer was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and concentrated under reduced pressure. Crystallization of the residue in CHCl 3 afforded the title compound (yield; 84%). Anal. calcd. for C 14 H 12 ClNO: C 58.67, H 4.92, N 5.70%; found: C 58.61, H 4.96, N 5.79%.
Refinement
The methyl H atoms were disordered. During the refinement process the disordered atoms were refined with occupancies of 0.80 (2) and 0.20 (2). H1 atom (for NH) was located in difference synthesis and refined isotropically [N-H = 0.86 (2) Å and U iso (H) = 0.067 (6) Å 2 ]. The remaining H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.94 and 0.97 Å for aromatic and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.5 for methyl H and x = 1.2 for aromatic H atoms. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Occ. (<1) Cl1 0.40808 (7) 0.32489 (17) 0.0646 (9) 0.0387 (7) 0.0550 (9) 0.0004 (7) 0.0135 (7) −0.0055 (6) C1 0.0528 (9) 0.0422 (8) 0.0589 (10) 0.0044 (7) 0.0127 (8) 0.0008 (7) 
